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Overall Reflection

Upon looking at my portfolio at a glace, it would appear that there are some gaps in my experience as a teacher. However, such is not the case. I feel that I have ample experience within all of the standards required by the state. Furthermore, I feel as if there are multiple skills and qualities that cannot be demonstrated through merely on paper.

When looking at the entire portfolio, it can be seen that I am confident teacher who not only enjoys teaching but loves to watch and encourage learning. Specifically, my management portfolio emphasizes how important that each individual student is to me. 

Finally, individualization  for my students is important despite the learning level they may be on. I think that every child deserves the most individual plan possible despite an IEP requirement. I feel that my lesson plans demonstrate this feeling. 

Standard 1

Discipline Taught. Candidates know, understand, and use the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline(s) they teach and can create learning experiences that develop student competence in the subject matter.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates demonstrate a broad general understanding of the major concepts of the discipline they teach. They understand and are able to use assumptions and the processes of inquiry for the discipline being taught. Candidates create interdisciplinary learning experiences that allow students to integrate knowledge, skills and methods of inquiry from several related subject areas. They use connections in instruction across disciplines and draw on their knowledge to build understanding and motivate students.

What? 
· Inquiry: Shadows

· Measurement Math Trail

· Socratic: Miss Tizzy
· DRL: Plant Processes

· Math Centers

· Writing: LEA Frogs

· 2nd Grade Reading Rotations

· Science: Matter

· Cooperative Learning: 3D objects

So What? 
All of the artifacts listed above address the issue of disciplines taught.  Within each of the lesson plans, various types of inquiry learning are taking place for the student within multiple contents. It is important for students to construct knowledge through their natural questioning according to developmental stages. Through the inquiry of shadows students are asked to find proof for why shadow moves throughout the day, yet they are also being provided with information concerning shadows. The Measurement Math Trail also allows the students to make sense of the mathematics they are learning by directly applying it to their daily environments. Finally, the Plant Processes DRL provides students various strategies for learning about plants. This lesson provides students will knowledge that will aid them in their academic life and personal journeys as they experience nature around them. Finally, the other lesson plans not mentioned specifically show the numerous contents that I feel confident in teaching to others. I also feel that the lesson plans present above led students to a level of competency previously not met.

Now What? (Direction)
After spending time in the classroom, it is essential to see growth toward content competency within students.  Therefore it is important for assessments and further spiral based instruction to continue to promise student proficiency.

Standard 2

Student Learning and Development. Candidates understand how children learn and develop and provide learning opportunities that support student intellectual, social and personal development.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates understand how learning occurs—how students construct knowledge and acquire skills—and are able to provide learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social and personal development. When making instructional decisions, candidates draw upon an in-depth knowledge of developmental progression in student physical, social, emotional, moral, and cognitive domain

What? (Evidence)

· Inquiry: Shadows
· Measurement Math Trail
· Socratic: Miss Tizzy
· DRL: Plant Processes
So What? (Reflection)

All four of the artifacts listed above address the issue of student learning.  Within each of the lesson plans, various types of inquiry learning are taking place for the student. It is important for students to construct knowledge through their natural questioning according to developmental stages. Through the inquiry of shadows students are asked to find proof for why shadow moves throughout the day. This compasses their existing schema of the world around them and provides a foundation for future learning in this lesson. The Measurement Math Trail also allows the students to make sense of the mathematics they are learning by directly applying it to their daily environments. This direct connection of math to peer interaction and world perception provides a strong launching point for students. The discussion of Miss Tizzy also allows students to explore learning through their personal thoughts feelings and circumstances. Due to every child developmental level learning can be extended due to others responses. Finally, the Plant Processes DRL provides students various strategies for learning about plants. This lesson provides students will knowledge that will aid them in their academic life and personal journeys as they experience nature around them.
Now What? (Direction)

The experiences from classroom observations and classroom micro-teaches has allowed me to see firsthand the variations of learning abilities and development within a classroom. Having these experiences have opened my eyes more so to the fact that in order for all students to learn, the lesson in some way must be viewed as valuable and interesting to their standards.

Standard 3

Diverse Learners. Candidates understand how students differ in their approaches to learning and create instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates understand and can identify differences in student approaches to learning and performance. They are able to design instruction and adapt instructional techniques for students of diverse cultural and language backgrounds and for students who have exceptional learning needs. Candidates create a learning community which is inclusive and in which individual differences are respected.

What? 
· Math Centers

· Measurement Math Trail

· Writing: LEA Frogs

· 2nd grade reading rotations

· DRL: Plant Processes

· Management Portfolio

So What? 

Each of the above listed lesson plans includes modifications based on individual students, many of the modifications made were simply partnering students with other students within the class to help aid them in staying on track. Also, modifications were made that would model certain behaviors and content strategies for students. The management portfolio references the different classroom arrangements that may be necessary or promising for students of diverse learning.

Now What? 

It is important for me to continue to remember that diverse learners are not merely those who are included in the IEP or remediation process but also those within the enrichment levels of learning. Further research concerning ways to reach students of all learning types and levels is necessary to be a teacher that can aid in the growth of all of their students.
Standard 4

Teaching Strategies. Candidates understand and use a variety of instructional strategies to encourage development of critical thinking, problem solving and performance skills in students.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates understand and use the principles and techniques associated with various instructional strategies that reflect best practice (such as cooperative learning, direct instruction, whole group instruction, independent study and interdisciplinary instruction) and that foster high expectations for all students. They use multiple teaching and learning strategies in active learning opportunities to promote the development of critical thinking, problem solving and performance capabilities. Candidates organize instruction to create learning experiences that connect subject matter to real life experiences and enable students to apply learning to future careers. Using a wide variety of resources and methods, including technology, candidates develop and use clear, accurate presentations of concepts to promote student learning. Candidates vary their role in the instructional process (e.g. instructor, facilitator, coach, audience) to achieve different instructional purposes and to meet student needs.

What? (Evidence)

· Inquiry: Shadows
· Measurement Math Trail
· Socratic: Miss Tizzy
· DRL: Plant Processes
So What? (Reflection)

The lessons listed above all encompass a different teaching model. It is important for students to see various ways of learning and inquisition. The result of seeing such a variation will in turn lead them to look at situations in various ways in order to obtain the information they desire. Each lesson listed asks the students to look at a situations in an analytical, detailed, and hands on manner that provides a doorway for successful problem solving whether those problems be physical, emotional, or inquisitive.
Now What? (Direction)


Upon learning the various modes that students learn through (concrete, semi-abstract, and abstract), it is essential for me to provide modes of learning that pass through all aspects of the learning process. It is my goal to incorporate multiple learning techniques into a lesson. In doing so, I will be more equip to aid every student through these various models and techniques. 
Standard 5

Learning Environment. Candidates use an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning and self-motivation.

Supporting Explanation
Drawing on their knowledge of human motivation and behavior, candidates create a learning environment that is inclusive and supports positive social interaction, active engagement in learning and self-motivation. They organize and manage resources such as time, space, facilities, technology, activities, instructional assistants and volunteers to engage students in productive tasks and maximize the amount of class time spent in learning. They develop shared expectations for all students and create and maintain a positive classroom climate of mutual respect, support and inquiry. Candidates understand and use a wide variety of classroom management strategies that foster self control and self discipline. They can defuse potential conflict and use conflict resolution strategies to maintain a smoothly functioning learning community.

What? (Evidence)

· Inquiry: Shadows
· Measurement Math Trail
So What? (Reflection)


Both the Inquiry of Shadows and Measurement Math Trail, I feel, provide an interactive, creative, and motivating environment for students to learn in. The Inquiry lesson provides students with the challenge of finding the answer to “Why do shadows move through the day?” Through the anticipation and interaction of the model students become very excited to discover the answer. This lesson also has multiple hands on experiences to foster deeper level learning. The Measurement Math Trail also provides an environment conductive to learning. Through the searching out of measurement aspects in their environment students find themselves learning while eagerly searching for answers and practicing measurement skills. 

Now What? (Direction)
 Through conversations with current teachers, it has come to my attention that one of the greatest challenges for elementary teachers is keeping the attention of their students. Therefore, it is my goal to keep both novelty and creativity of the learning environment a continual characteristic of my classroom. While this may not be an easy accomplishment, it is a necessity of a positive classroom that brings forward the most productive learning. 

Standard 6

Communication. Candidates use knowledge of effective verbal, nonverbal and media communication techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration and supportive interaction in the classroom.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates understand language development, the role of language in learning and how cultural and gender differences affect communication in the classroom. They recognize effective verbal and nonverbal communication techniques and use them to support student learning. Candidates model effective communication strategies in conveying ideas and information, asking questions, listening, giving directions, probing for student understanding, and helping students express their ideas. Using a variety of tools, including technology, candidates support and expand student expression in speaking, writing and technical media.

What? 
· Podcast: Role of Teacher

· Socratic: Miss Tizzy
· Cooperative Learning: 3D objects

So What? 
     Language plays an important role in the learning of students. If students are able to tell and write processes and learning then the learning can be further retained and more easily retrieved. The language ability of students is essential. Therefore the above mentioned artifacts were included. The podcast shows my personal beliefs in learning. However, such a tool as a podcast can be used to enhance student learning as well. Also the Socratic lesson plan includes students asking questions and expressing their feelings and beliefs. Finally, the math lesson plan also shows students voicing their learning concerning 3D objects.  

Now What? 
     A large issue facing teachers today is that of ESL learners. While verbalization of learning is important, this skill is even more crucial for those that may not be English language speakers. Therefore, the writing and speaking verbalization that is demonstrated within these lesson plans must be extended to that of ESL students.

Standard 7

Planning. Candidates plan instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, students, the community, and curriculum goals.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates use their knowledge of subject matter, learning theory, curriculum and student development, and assessed student needs in planning instruction. They evaluate, select and create learning experiences that are developmentally appropriate, relevant to students and based upon the principles of effective teaching. They are able to help students connect learning to real life and future careers. Candidates identify long-range instructional goals, sequence short-range instructional objectives, and develop units and daily lessons that target these goals and objectives. Candidates effectively integrate a variety of resources, including teacher-created materials, textbooks, technology, community and business resources, to promote student learning.

What? 
· DRL: Plant Processes

· Math Centers

· Writing: LEA Frogs

· Cooperative Learning: 3D Objects

· Management Portfolio

So What? 

As described in the explanation the above noted lesson plan and management portfolio display my abilities to plan according to student need and classroom wide needs. Planning is essential for instruction that leads to mastery and competency. The DRL  shows my ability to plan for units in a way that is organized and yet flexible. The organization of math centers demonstrates my abilities to organize and plan for various classroom settings and manipulatives. Such is the same for the above writing lesson and cooperative learning lesson.

Now What? 


While planning is essential for the classroom, flexibility in that planning is also a necessity. It is important to always note the standards and specific objectives for the lessons prepared. 
Standard 8

Assessment and Evaluation. Candidates know, understand and use formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuing intellectual, social and physical development of the learner.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates understand the characteristics, uses, advantages and limitations of different types of assessments for evaluating student learning. They select, construct and use formal and informal assessment strategies and instruments appropriate to the learning expectations being evaluated to make instructional decisions based on this information. They actively solicit and use information about students’ learning needs and progress from parents, other colleagues and the students themselves. Candidates develop and maintain useful records of student work and progress and responsibly communicate student progress to students, parents and other colleagues.

What? 
· Inquiry: Shadows

· Measurement Math Trail

· Socratic: Miss Tizzy
· DRL: Plant Processes

· Writing: LEA Frogs

· Reading Rotations

· Science: Matter

So What? 

All of the above lessons include essential assessments. The Socratic lesson plan has multiple informal assessments such as running records or participation and input. Also, the DRL listed above shows my abilities to use and design a rubric for essays. Multiple exit slips were used in both the science lesson and writing lesson.
Now What? 


Assessments are important to determine the understanding of students. These are necessary to plan and change or make plans to reteach lessons and curriculum that students do not show mastery in. Assessments are also necessary to aid in parent communication. Therefore, it is imperative to assess students in both formal and informal ways.

Standard 9

Reflective Practitioner. Candidates are reflective practitioners who continually evaluate the effects of their choices and actions on others (students, parents and other professionals in the learning community) and who actively seek out opportunities to grow professionally.

Supporting Explanation

Candidates consistently reflect on their teaching practices by continually evaluating the effect their instruction has on students. They monitor teaching strategies and behavior in relation to student success and use the information to modify and revise instruction accordingly. Candidates seek professional literature, engage colleagues, participate in professional organizations, and use other resources to support their continuing professional development. To guide professional behavior, candidates draw upon a broad knowledge of legal and ethical responsibilities, educational policy, and organizational, historical, and professional dimensions of classrooms and schools.

What? 
· Podcast: Role of Teacher

· Management Portfolio

So What? 

The podcast attached describes part of my philosophy as a teacher. Furthermore, it also shows my feeling of the influence that teachers hold. The attached management portfolio also shows reflection upon seeing others within their classrooms.

Now What?

Much can be learned from watching other teachers within their classrooms. It is this observation and conversation that teachers find successful ways to manage and effectively construct their classroom. It is for this reason that teachers must reflect on their strategies along with that of others. 

Standard 10
Colleagues, Parents, and Community. Candidates foster relationships with school colleagues, parents and agencies in the larger community to support students’ learning and well-being.

Supporting Explanation
Candidates consult with parents and teachers, and collaborate with other professionals within the school and within community agencies to foster student learning. They participate in collegial activities designed to make the entire school a productive learning community. Candidates act as advocates for students, advise them, recognize student problems, and seek additional help as needed and appropriate. Candidates understand schools as organizations within the larger community and effectively communicate school goals and accomplishments to the community and general public.

What?
· Podcast: Role of Teacher

· Management Portfolio

So What? 

The podcast attached supports that I am able to in one mode connect with parents. The podcast also allows principals, other teachers, and my students to see my feelings towards teachers. The management portfolio also holds forms that would be essential for parent connections. Also within this portfolio are described other ways to connect with parents. 

Now What? 

Through my experiences student teaching, I have realized that communication with students, parents, and other teachers is very important to providing student’s with a safe and open learning environment. It is my goal to have open lines of communication with as many parents as I can. A good relationship can be the deciding factor in the extra help that a child receives.

Standard 11a
Technology – Student Learning. Candidates use technology and technology based resources to facilitate developmentally appropriate student learning.

Supporting Explanation

Candidates use technology resources to guide classroom decisions regarding student learning. They integrate instructional technology to facilitate interdisciplinary teaching and learning in their classrooms, to supplement instructional strategies, to design instructional materials, and to enhance hands-on experiences and problem solving activities. Candidates select and use grade-level and content-specific technology resources, including assistive technology, to increase student participation in the total curriculum. They apply technology to analyze assessment data and to target individual student learning needs. 

What? 
· DRL: Plant Processes

· Math Centers

· Writing: LEA Frogs
So What? 

Students learning are enhanced through technology in each of the above lesson plans. The DRL asks students to use internet sites to produce a poster about certain plants and trees that may be available locally to use in a park.  Math centers use technology within the centers. The technology used (promethean board) added to the learning of the centers and whole group instruction. Finally, the overhead used in the writing lesson allowed students to see how writing is modeled and edited.

Now What? 

Technology is an area of teaching that appears to grow daily. Therefore, it is important to continue in training concerning technology. I also believe that collaboration between teachers can greatly increase ideas for the use of technology within the classroom. I hope to further my skills in technology to be able to use them within my classroom as a staple of learning.
Standard 11b

Technology - Professional growth and productivity. Candidates use technology to enhance their professional growth and productivity.

Supporting Explanation

Candidates use technology in their own learning process and to change their current educational practice. They use technology to gather, sort, and analyze information needed for their own research projects and to communicate and collaborate effectively with other professionals. Candidates use tools such as databases and spreadsheets for sorting, compiling, and analyzing data gathered from a variety of sources. They use presentation tools in a networked environment for sharing information in multiple professional formats.

What? 
· Management Portfolio

So What? 

There are forms within my management portfolio that show how grades and attendance may be taken. Also technology was used to design all forms on the page. Such forms were designed for quick and easy reference for myself concerning student progress.

Now What? 

This is one are within my education that I feel confident in, yet my portfolio appears to be weak. Prior use of technology databases at my current employer have helped my to feel such confidence. I have used databases that keep attendance and visit records. However, I would like to further my education in programs such as STAR Students and other programs used to record grades.
Standard 11c

Technology - Use and management. Candidates effectively use and manage all technology available to them and explore uses of emerging resources. They promote the equitable, ethical and legal use of technology resources.

Supporting Explanation

Candidates design effective environments for using and managing technology in the classroom. They are able to perform minor trouble-shooting operations. When planning units of instruction, candidates address software purchasing agreements, copyright laws, issues related to intellectual property, the importance of virus protection, and policies for acceptable use of Internet resources. Candidates seek information from technical manuals and journals as well as on-line resources to learn about emerging technologies and to explore their possible educational applications. They model the legal and ethical use of technology resources.  

What? 
· Management Portfolio

So What? 

The management portfolio attached to my educational portfolio again helps to meet this qualification for teaching. In general the use of the website you are now observing has certain criteria and agreements for usage. I try to be very conscience of how materials should be copied and used within the classroom.

Now What? 


When student teaching, I was cautious over which copies to take for my personal use. When such situations arise, looking at the copyright information within the books or on the worksheets is my first action. Next, I ask a teacher that is an elder in the building about whether items can be copied or used. Finally, I feel that it is important to approve certain criteria by principals.

Reflective Portfolio
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